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SUBJECT: NIGER COUP 

REF: (A) NIAMEY 1260, B) ABIDJAN 3271 

1. AS EMBASSY ABIDJAN IS AWARE FROM REFTEL (A) AND OTHER 
MESSAGES, THE SITUATION IN NIGER IS CALM AND APPARENTLY 
STABLE. KOUNTCHE GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHING ITS AUTHORITY 
AND BONA FIDES WITH APPARENT SUCCESS. REFTEL (B) INDI- 
CATES GOIC PREPARING WORK WITH NEW GON. AMBASSADOR HECK 
WILL BE PROCEEDING IN NEAR FUTURE TO NIAMEY TO PRESENT 
CREDENTIALS. 

2. IF AMBASSADOR AGREES, HE IS REQUESTED TO CONVEY TO 
HOUPHOUET OUR AWARENESS OF THE SHOCK AND ANGUISH WHICH 
COUP HAS CAUSED HIM, AS WE TOO DO NOT FAVOR COUPS AND 
REGRET THE LOSS OF MRS. DIORI'S LIFE AND INJURIES TO 
PRESIDENT DIORI'S FAMILY. AT SAME TIME, US POLICY IS NOT 

TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. FOR 
THE PAST YEAR THE US HAS BEEN ENGAGED IN AN IMPORTANT 
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HUMANITARIAN EFFORT IN NIGER WHICH WE ARE COMMITTED TO 
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PURSUE IN RELIEVING SUFFERING CREATED BY THE DROUGHT. WE 
THEREFORE WANT HOUPHOUET TO KNOW THAT WE ARE ONCE AGAIN 
ASKING AMBASSADOR HECK TO PROCEED TO NIAMEY IN THE NEAR 

FUTURE (YOU MAY RECALL TO HOUPHOUET THAT AMBASSADOR HECK 
WAS IN PARIS EN ROUTE TO NIAMEY AT THE TIME OF THE COUP 
AND WAS RECALLED TO WASHINGTON WHEN IT TOOK PLACE). WE 
WOULD SEEK HIS UNDERSTANDING FOR OUR BELIEF THAT WE 
SHOULD RESUME FULLY NORMAL RELATIONS WITH THE GON. RUSH 
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